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frighten Elizabeth and make her thoroughly understand that
she was ruined unless he succoured and defended her; but this
done, she was to be assured that he would never fail to help her,
both on account of his great love and affection, which his
marriage alliance with France would not weaken, and also for
his own interests, which would be greatly injured if- as God
forbid! - her kingdom were to fall into other hands. Could
naivete go farther? Neither master nor servant was a match for
the young woman at the diplomatic game of bluff. c I try all I
can to keep her pleasant and in good humour,5 Feria wrote,c and
although sometimes I speak to her very freely, as I ought to do,
having right and truth on my side, yet I think that for this very
reason she does not get tired of me, but likes to discuss matters
with me.' Like to discuss matters with him! There is no doubt
that she did. She poured out nonsense and wit, shifted her
ground and her sentiments, until, sometimes convinced of his
great influence, at other times he was bewildered and angry. *In
short/ he wrote on one of the latter occasions,e what can be said
here to your Majesty is only that this country, after thirty years
of a government such as your Majesty knows, has fallen into the
hands of a woman who is a daughter of the Devil, and the
greatest scoundrels and heretics in the land/

Philip was only one, the most transient and so the most for-
tunate, of Elizabeth's suitors. The King of Sweden's ambassa-
" dor was in England offering his master's eldest son, Eric, as he
had done a year before, and bestowing lavish presents on the
ladies and gentlemen of the Court, who took his gifts but
laughed at his outlandish ways. The Emperor, also, was bidding
on behalf of his two younger sons, the Archdukes Ferdinand
and Charles; and with Philip out of the market, the Imperial and
Spanish ambassadors joined forces to bring off yet another for-
tunate marriage for the House of Hapsburg. Feria was confident
of success; confident, if only the Emperor and his sons would
understand, which apparently they would not, that the marriage
was virtually in Philip's gift! At first, both sons were mentioned,
but Ferdinand the elder was soon withdrawn, for his Catholi-
cism was unassailable and his father had learnt that Elizabeth